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and too novel example of a people always guided by an exalted juftice and be-
nevolence. Who can doubt that in the courfe of time and things the fruits of
fuch a plan would richly repay any temporary advantages which might be loft by
a fteady adherence to it? Can it be, that Providence has not connected the per-

~manent felicity of a nation with its virtue? The experiment, at leaft, is re-

commended by every fentiment which ennobles human nature. Alas! is it
rendered impofiible by its vices ?

In the execation of fuch d plan, nothing is more effential tham that perma-
nent, inveterate antipathies againft particular nations, and paffionate attachments
for others, fhould be excluded; and that in place of them juft and amicable
feelings towards all fhould be cultivated. The nation, which indulges towards
another an habitual hatred, or an habitual fondnefs, is int fome degree a flave. It
is a flave to its animofity or to its affection, either of which is fufficient to lead it
aftray from its duty and its intereft. Antipathy in one naticn againft another dif-
pofes each more readily to offer infult and injury, to Ry hold of flight caufes of
umbrage, and to be haughty and intractable, when accidental or trifting occafions
of difpute occur. Hence frequent collifions, obftinate, envenomed and bloody
contefts. The nation, prompted by ill will and refentment, fometimes impels to
war the government, contrary to the beft calculations of policy. The govern-
ment fometimes participates in the national propenfity, and adopts through paffion
what reafon would reject ; at other times, it makes the animofity of the nation
fubfervient to projets of hoftility inftigated by pride, ambition and other finifter
and pernicious motives. The peace often, fometimes perhaps the liberty, of
nations has been the vi&im.

So likewife, a paffionate attachment of one nation for another produces a va-
ricty of evils. Sympathy for the favourite nation, facilitating the illufion of anx
imaginary common intereft, in cafes where no real common intereft exifts, and
infufing into ene the enmities of the other, betrays the former into a participa-
tion in the quarrels and wars of the latter, without adequate inducement or
juftification. It leads alfo to conceffions to the favourite nation of privileges
denied to others, which is apt doubly to injure the nation making the conceffions ;
by unneceflarily parting with what ought to have been retained ; and by exciting

_jealoudy, il will, and a difpofition to retaliate, in the parties from whom cqual

privileges are with-held : And it gives to ambitious, corrupted, or deluded citi-
zens (who devote themfelves to the favourite nation) facility to betray, or facri-
fice the interefts of their own country, without odium, fometimes even with
popularity ; gilding with the appearances of a virtuous fenfe of obligation a
commendable deference for public opinion, or a laudable zeal for public geod,
the bafe or foolith complances of ambition, corruption or infatuation.

As -avenues to fckeign influence in innumerable ways, fuch attachments are

. particularly alarming to the truly enlightened and independent patriot. How

many opportunities do they afford to tamper with domettic factions, to pradife

~ the arts of feduion, to miflead public opinion, to influence or awe the public

councils! Such an attachment of a fmall or weak, towards a great and powerful
nation, dooms the former to be the fatellite of the latter.

Againft the infidious wiles of foreign influence (I conjure you to believe me,
fellow-citizens) the jealoufy of a free people ought to be conflantly awake ; fince
hiftory and experience prove that foreign influence is one of the moft baneful foes
of republican government. But that jealoufy to be ufeful muft be impartial;
elfe it becomes the inftrument of the very influence to be avoided, inftead of a
defence againft it.—Exceflive partiality for one forcign nation, and exceflive dif-
like of another, caufe thofe whom they a&uate to fee danger only on one fide,

-and ferve to veil and even fecond the arts of influence on the other.—Real pa-
triots, who may refift the intrigues of the favourite, are liable to become fufpected
and odious ; while its tools-and dupes ufurp the applaufe and confidence of the

people, to furrender their interefts.
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